Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this
ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by
lan and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW
Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

| have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S) Hemimycena pseudocrispula (Kuehner) Singer; Mycena pseudocrispula

NOTES features include small size, white color, translucent-striate cap, decurrent distant broad gills, threadlike stem
with inconspicuous basal disc, growth on herbaceous debris and needles, and microscopic features including elliptic
inamyloid spores; collected at Takilma and Florence OR as Mycena crispula, and the description here is derived from
these: however, Redhead and Kuehner & Valla have both suggested that these specimens are pseudocrispula (as
well as Smith's collections of Mycena litoralis from the same area), Breitenbach lists H. pseudocrispula for Europe
including Switzerland

CAP 0.6-1.5cm, convex to conic, margin pressed to stem at first, may have sharp papillate umbo, sometimes cap
center depressed; white; translucent-striate to disc, soon sulcate, opaque when faded, (Smith), 0.2-0.5(0.8)cm,
bellshaped then convex with center flat to slightly indented, margin sharp and wavy; white; slightly tomentose to bald,
margin in part crenate (scalloped) and slightly fringed, (Breitenbach)

FLESH thin, white, fragile, (Smith), membranous (Breitenbach)

GILLS decurrent, distant, broad; white, (Smith), decurrent and not or barely reaching cap margin, distant, 8-10(12)
main gills, 0-2 subgills between each pair of subgills, some forked; white; edges smooth, (Breitenbach)

STEM 3-4cm x 0-0.1cm, pliant, equal, inserted into rhododendron leaves by flat, thin inconspicuous disc; pure
translucent white, opaque when old, (Smith), 2.0-4.5cm x 0.03-0.06cm, cylindric, fragile; white; the whole length
slightly tomentose under hand lens, (Breitenbach)

VEIL none
ODOR none (Smith, Breitenbach)
TASTE somewhat nauseous (Smith), none (Breitenbach)

HABITAT gregarious on rhododendron leaves and conifer needles, Smith's Mycena litoralis (which Redhead
maintains is this species) found on fern debris, Breitenbach says solitary to grouped on decomposing leaves lying on
ground, fine roots, petioles of Petasites, and herbaceous stems

SPORE DEPOSIT white (Breitenbach)

MICROSCOPIC spores 5.5-7 x 3.5-4 microns, elliptic, smooth, inamyloid, (Smith); basidia 4-spored; pleurocystidia
absent or not differentiated, cheilocystidia barely differentiated, caulocystidia abundant (28)32-56 x 7-9, broadest at
base and tapered evenly to somewhat pointed top, often with wavy outline, (Smith), spores 7-12 x 2.8-3.9 microns,
slenderly elliptic to fusiform, smooth, with droplets; basidia (2-)4-spored, 20-25 x 5-7 microns, cylindric-clavate, with
basal clamp; cheilocystidia and pleurocystidia not seen; cap cuticle of parallel hyphae 5-12 microns wide, those of
uppermost layer finely verrucose, septa with clamps, pileocystidia very sparse, 25-35 x 4-7 microns, subulate, thin-
walled; caulocystidia the whole length of the stem abundant, 30-50 x 5-10 microns, subulate, thick-walled, trama of
stem not dextrinoid, but metachromatic, (Breitenbach)

NAME ORIGIN means ‘curly’

SIMILAR H. delectabilis (also with fragile cap, somewhat pliant stem, and similar stature and color) but H. delectabilis
has nitrous odor, pleurocystidia, and cheilocystidia
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SOURCES Smith(1) (as Mycena crispula), Redhead(15), Breitenbach(3)*

FAMILY Tricholomataceae of Order Agaricales



